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Greetings from the Department chair  
 

Hello again to everyone from Mount Oread!  This past academic year was another exciting one 
for the Department of Religious Studies.  We are pleased to offer this newsletter update to our 
alumni, friends, and supporters.   
 

We are proud to continue the important work of studying religions that began over a century 
ago on this spot of land at the corner of Oread Avenue and 13th Street.  While the world we live 

in has seen many changes since the beginning of the twentieth century, one constant has been the need for 
informed and thoughtful teaching and research in the field of the academic study of religions.  As the only 
degree-granting program in religious studies at a public university in Kansas, we remain committed to our 
mission: educating and mentoring students; contributing to religious literacy on campus and beyond; and 
producing high-quality scholarship.   
 

Please read more in the following pages about the exciting and varied endeavors of our faculty and students, 
and interesting public events both past and upcoming.  We also pay tribute to our colleague Robert Shelton, 
who passed away this year.  Bob left his imprint on the department, the university, and the local community, 
and he will be missed. 
 

Finally, if you like what you read, I hope that you will consider making a donation to the department.  We 
could not accomplish all that we do without you.  We also hope to see you at an upcoming event! 
 

Best, 
Michael Zogry 
Chairperson, Religious Studies  
 

2017/2018 
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Mark your calendars! 2019 Friends of the department 

of Religious Studies Annual Awards Reception and 

Speaker  

Monday, May 6th, 2019 

5:30pm   Annual Friends of the Department of Religious Studies Awards  

     Reception 
     Malott Room, Kansas Memorial Union 

     Please join us as we celebrate the achievements of our undergraduate and graduate  
     students in Religious Studies 

     RSVP to rstudies@ku.edu  

 

7:00pm   Annual Friends of the Department of Religious Studies Speaker 
     Dr. Jay Michaelson, legal affairs columnist for The Daily Beast and affiliated  

     assistant professor at Chicago Theological Seminary   

     Jayhawk Room, Kansas Memorial Union 

     Open to the public 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Religious Liberty And/Or Civil Rights” 

In just five years, the First Amendment’s guarantee of religious 
liberty has been redefined, from a shield against government  
oppression of minorities into a sword used to oppress minorities.  
Conservative Christians, LGBTQ people, and even self-styled  
centrists all see themselves as victims of a polarized culture war, 
with the conservative side currently in power but with liberal  
social forces continuing to evolve (or erode) social norms.  Can we 
make sense of these competing rights claims, and competing  
conceptions of American democracy?   
 
Dr. Jay Michaelson 
 
Dr. Jay Michaelson is the legal affairs columnist for The Daily Beast and 
an affiliated assistant professor at Chicago Theological Seminary.  He has 
been a leading authority on the U.S. “religious exemptions” movement 
for seven years and is the author of the 2013 report Redefining Religious 
Liberty (Political Research Associates).  His work on the subject has been 
featured on CNN, NPR and MSNBC.   
 

Dr. Michaelson holds a J.D. from Yale Law School, a Ph.D. in Jewish 
Thought from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and nondenomina-
tional rabbinic ordination. He has held teaching positions at Boston  
University Law School and Harvard Divinity School, and his book God vs. 
Gay? The Religious Case for Equality was a Lambda Literary Award  
finalist and Amazon bestseller.  

For further details regarding upcoming events, please visit our department website: religiousstudies.ku.edu  

http://religiousstudies.ku.edu/
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Religious Studies Departmental events, 2018 

Pizza and Movie Nights: Graduate Student Film Series, October—
November 2018 

Department of Religious Studies graduate students hosted a film series explor-
ing the religious contexts and themes of popular Hollywood movies during the 
fall 2018 semester.  Two evening events offered food, refreshment, and a film 
to undergraduate and graduate students from the Religious Studies Department 
and other units in the university. Graduate students Kyle Schofield and Brandon 
Stienke gave talks on religious and biblical flood narratives and concepts of the 
soul after death with the films Noah and What Dreams May Come. Visit reli-
giousstudies.ku.edu for more information, or follow us on Twitter, 
@SmithHallKU, for updates on graduate student presentations and research 
events.  

2018 Annual Friends of the Department of Religious Studies Speaker,  

Dr. Stephen Prothero 

The Department of Religious Studies welcomed Dr. Stephen Prothero, professor of   
religion at Boston University, as our annual FODORS speaker on Monday, April 30th, 2018.  
“Religious Literacy in an Age of Religious Nationalism” examined the phenomenon of  
religious literacy, or illiteracy, in the United States. The starting point for Dr. Prothero’s 
best-selling book, Religious Literacy: What every American Needs to Know — And Doesn’t 
is that the United States is one of the most religious nations on earth, yet Americans know 
little about their own religions, and even less about the religions of others. In his lecture, Dr. Prothero exam-
ined how American’s ignorance of religion imperils civic life by making it impossible to understand the coun-
try’s politics, which is increasingly dominated by religious nationalism, and the international scene, where 
religion remains a major influence.  Prothero ended with an argument for the study of the Bible and the 
world’s religions in high schools and for religious studies in public universities.  Missed the talk?  You can 
view it on our website.  

“Climate Justice, Radical Hope and an Ethic of Love Incarnate,” Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, 

2018 Lawrence Visiting Scholar in Religion 

Dr. Cynthia Moe-Lobeda is professor of theological and social ethics at Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary and the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. Dr. Moe-Lobeda was 
the 2018 Lawrence Visiting Scholar in Religion, part of the Lawrence Theologian in Resi-
dence Program. The annual Theologian in Residence Program is a joint venture by KU’s 
Ecumenical Campus Ministries, Department of Religious Studies, and several congrega-
tions across Lawrence to bring academic and faith communities together with an ac-
claimed speaker to address issues and questions of faith. Dr. Moe-Lobeda spoke Monday, 
April 16th, 2018 at 7pm in the Malott Room of the Kansas Memorial Union. Dr. Moe-
Lobeda has lectured or consulted in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and many parts of 
North America in theological ethics addressing matters of economic globalization, moral 

agency and hope, public church, faith-based resistance to systemic injustice, ethical implications of resurrec-
tion and incarnation, the Bible and ethics, theo-ethical method, and climate justice as related to race and 
class.  

http://religiousstudies.ku.edu
http://religiousstudies.ku.edu
https://twitter.com/SmithHallKU
http://religiousstudies.ku.edu
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Jacquelene Brinton (Associate 

Professor, Islam, Director of Mid-

dle East Studies, Center for Glob-

al and International Studies, 

Graduate Director)  was on sab-

batical for the 2017-2018 year, 

doing research for 2 book pro-

jects.  The first one continues 

her focus on preachers—this 

time Muslim internet preachers 

who reach global audiences.  She 

is especially interested in viral 

conversion videos, which show 

preachers, sometimes them-

selves converts, performing con-

versions en masse.  She has an 

article out for review on this very 

topic.  

 Her second project is about 

how terms/categories like 

“religion” “Islam” “Middle East” 

and “semitic” have been used 

over time, since at least the 

nineteenth century, how they 

are entangled and how they con-

tinue to influence our discourse 

today.  She will write this book 

for both academic and general 

audiences.  

 She was also fortunate to 

attend a week-long conference 

in Seville, Spain last summer.  It 

gave her the opportunity to visit 

Andalusia—something she had 

been wanting to do for a long 

time.  While there Dr. Brinton 

did some research that she 

hopes to turn into a class on 

Jewish, Christian and Muslim in-

teraction in medieval Spain.  It is 

such a compelling region–with 

so much interesting and unique 

religious history.  

 

Samuel Brody (Assistant Pro-

fessor, Judaism and Undergradu-

ate Director) ‘s book, Martin Bu-

ber’s Theopoltics, was published 

in 2018 by Indiana University 

Press. He also presented new 

research at the American Acade-

my of Religion, the Society of 

Jewish Ethics, and the Associa-

tion of Jewish Studies, as well as 

to public audiences in Lawrence 

and Kansas City.  

 

Bill Lindsey (Associate Profes-

sor, Japanese religions)  taught  

REL 106/EALC 105 Asian Reli-

gions in the fall of 2018 and 

spring of 2019.  He also taught 

the course REL 510 Religion in 

Korea in the fall of 2018 and REL 

534 Studies in Ritual: Marrying, 

Burying, and Other Passages in 

the spring of 2019.  

 

Tim Miller (Professor, new reli-

gious movements and religion in 

America) continued his research 

and teaching in American reli-

gious history, specializing in new 

religious movements and focus-

ing especially on groups that 

practice communal living.  He 

attended the American Academy 

of Religion’s annual conference 

in Denver, where he attended 

several committee and editorial 

board meetings and took a field 

trip to visit one of the religious 

groups he studies.  In the fall he 

wrapped up work on his book-

length survey of American inten-

tional communities in the latter 

part of the twentieth centu-

ry.  Called American Communes, 

1975-2000, it will be published in 

2019 by Syracuse University 

Press.  At the end of 2018 he be-

gan laying out a road map for a 

book on crises and scandals in 

American religion to be written 

by students, the majority of 

them undergraduates.  That pro-

ject will probably run past the 

end of the semester, and he 

hopes it will help students learn 

about the mysterious world of 

academic and popular publica-

tion.  

 

Paul Mirecki (Associate Profes-

sor, Ancient Mediterranean Reli-

gions, Adjunct Associate Professor 

in Classics, Jewish Studies Pro-

gram Executive Committee) Apart  

Activities of Department Faculty and lecturers, 2018 

http://syracuseuniversitypress.syr.edu/spring-2019/communes-america.html
http://syracuseuniversitypress.syr.edu/spring-2019/communes-america.html
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from his popular undergraduate 

Bible course, he also taught the 

courses “The Bible Then and Now” 

and “Early Christian Literature and 

History,” as well as an independent 

research course related to the 

Dead Sea scrolls. Prof. Mirecki al-

so read papers at three confer-

ences, (i) “A typology of the nom-

ina sacra: image-and-text in the 

Latin Book of Kells” at the Euro-

pean Studies Conference, Univer-

sity of Nebraska-Omaha; (ii) "A 

Sefer Torah from an Algerian 

pogrom of 1840” at the Jewish 

Community Campus, Kansas City, 

and (iii) “The anti-reason impulse 

in American culture” at the Rea-

son-Fest National Conference 

sponsored by the Center for In-

quiry (Amherst, NY) and the Sec-

ular Student Alliance (Los Ange-

les, CA), University of Kansas. He 

also serves on the Core Faculty of 

KU’s Jewish Studies Program. His 

current research focuses on reli-

gious rituals believed to induce 

prognostic dreams in 4th-century 

Egypt. Several times during the 

year, he took his classes to KU’s 

Spencer Research Library to 

study material evidences of early 

religious books and related arti-

facts. Students had hands-on ex-

perience with a dozen cuneiform 

tablets from Mesopotamia (ca. 

2400-500 BCE), an Egyptian after-

life tomb scroll (ca. 950 BCE), and 

the remains of hand-written me-

dieval Bibles from the period be-

fore the printing press.  

 

Daniel Stevenson (Professor, 

Chinese religions, Buddhism) was 

on leave for the fall 2018 semes-

ter.  He worked intently on revi-

sions to his book manuscript on 

Buddhists in Song Dynasty (969-

1279) China.  In spring of 2018 he 

picked up the Religious Studies 

capstone major course, REL 490, 

which he thoroughly enjoys, and 

he continues his responsibilities 

as co-editor of the Columbia Uni-

versity Sheng Yen series on Chi-

nese Buddhism and as co-editor 

of the Journal of Chinese Bud-

dhist Studies.  

 

Molly Zahn (Associate Profes-

sor, Hebrew Bible and early Juda-

ism) has had a busy year of 

teaching and scholarship. In the 

spring she premiered the online 

version of REL 107, Jews, Chris-

tians, Muslims, and students ap-

peared to enjoy the new format. 

She passed the baton of the de-

partment’s Graduate Directorship 

to Jackie Brinton, and is enjoying 

the lessened workload but feels 

weird not having such close con-

tact with the graduate students.  

 Denver was the place for con-

ferences this year, as Molly trav-

eled there not only for the AAR/

SBL Annual Meeting in November 

but also for a small and very fun 

symposium in May in conjunction 

with a Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit at 

the Denver Museum of Nature 

and Science. Besides scholarly 

exchange and a special private 

viewing of the exhibit, the sym-

posium featured time hiking in 

the mountains and plenty of Col-

orado micro-brews! Also on the 

research front, Molly finished a 

book manuscript and also served 

as co-editor for a collected vol-

ume; hopefully both of those 

books will appear in 2019.  

 Finally, in November Molly 

took over as Executive Editor of 

one of the premier academic 

journals on the Dead Sea Scrolls, 

Dead Sea Discoveries. Though the 

position entails a lot of work, she 

is excited about the opportunity 

to engage with scholars from 

across the field. Speaking of 

fields, Molly takes whatever 

chance she gets (working around 

all the above plus family) to get 

outside and enjoy Kansas’s avi-

fauna – she spotted 256 species 

of birds in Kansas in 2018! 

Activities of Department Faculty and lecturers, 2018 
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Activities of Department Faculty and lecturers, 2018 

Paul Zimdars-Swartz (Lecturer, 19th century 

German philosophy/theology, modern theories of 

religion) taught REL 374 Religious Perspectives on 

Selfhood and Sexuality in the springs of 2018 and 

2019, and REL 341 Mysticism in fall of 2018.  

 

Sandra Zimdars-Swartz  

(Lecturer in the Department of Religious Studies, 

Professor in the Humanities Program, religious ex-

perience and popular religion with Christian tradi-

tions)  taught the popular introductory course to 

religious studies, REL 104 Introduction to Religious 

Studies in the spring and fall of 2018.  In fall 2018, 

she also taught REL 477/HUM 477 Gender and Re-

ligion.  

Michael Zogry (Associate Professor and Chairper-

son, Native American religions; ritual; historiog-

raphy and representation) continued work on his 

book in progress, Religion and Basketball: Nai-

smith’s Game.  He also continued work on a co-

edited volume of essays, Native Foodways in a 

Global Economy.  In 2018, Zogry was asked to 

serve once again as co-chair of the national steer-

ing committee for the Native Traditions in the 

Americas Group, American Academy of Religion.  

He served in that capacity from 2010-2016.  In ad-

dition, he also provided information for and was 

quoted in a March 2018 USA Today article on reli-

gious connections to the Final Four.  

Faculty Awards  

Assistant Professor Samuel Brody’s Book a Finalist for the National Jewish Book Award 
 

Assistant Professor Samuel Brody’s  2018 book Martin Buber's Theopolitics was a final-
ist for the National Jewish Book Award in the category of Modern Jewish Thought and 
Experience. Read more about Dr. Brody’s book and others nominated for the 2018 Na-
tional Jewish Book Awards here.   
 

 
Professor of Religious Studies  

Timothy Miller Honored by Kansas State Senate 
 

Professor Timothy Miller was honored by the  
Kansas State Senate for outstanding lifetime service 
to the state of Kansas. Dr. Miller was recognized by 
the senate for his forty years of dedicated teaching, 

research, and service to the University of Kansas, and 
for the countless lives he has enriched through his 
teaching and scholarship. Dr. Miller will retire and 

become professor emeritus of religious studies after 
the spring 2019 semester. 

 

 

Congratulations to Drs. Miller and Brody for their outstanding 
achievements!  

https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/ncaab/2018/03/28/villanova-loyola-reaching-final-four-brings-light-catholic-love-basketball/467753002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/ncaab/2018/03/28/villanova-loyola-reaching-final-four-brings-light-catholic-love-basketball/467753002/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0253029759/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=jewboocou-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0253029759&linkId=910caa920dd3d188483b78cbeecd2aa6
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/awards/2018-national-jewish-book-awards-winners-and-finalists
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Remembering Dr. Robert Shelton 

It is with great sadness that we share the news of the passing of 

Dr. Robert Shelton.  Bob came to the old Kansas School of Religion 

in 1967 and became chair of the new Department of Religious 

Studies shortly after its creation in 1977.  He was an award-

winning teacher and mentor to faculty members and students 

alike.  Please read more about Bob’s rich life below.  

 Dr. Robert "Bob" Loren Shelton, 84, passed away December 

23, 2018 at Lawrence Memorial Hospital.  

 Bob was born at home July 6, 1934 during the time of the 

dust bowl in Minneola, KS to Sidney Clarence and Mary Catherine 

(Tucker) Shelton. His mother always told him, "The dust blew in 

and when it left, there you were."  

 Bob attended public schools in Hutchinson, KS graduating 

from Hutchinson High School in 1952. During high school, he was 

student body president and excelled at music, drama, and debate 

where he learned the fine art of seeing at least two sides to everything.  

 In 1956 Bob graduated with honors from Baker University, Baldwin City, KS. While in college he married Suzanne 

Ebright. They had two daughters and later divorced. During his last two years at Baker he served as student pastor of 

two small Methodist churches, beginning his lifelong commitment of service to the church and community.  

 Bob received his Master of Divinity from Boston University School of Theology in 1959 followed by further study at 

the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies in Geneva, Switzerland. He was ordained in The Methodist Church in 1960 

and appointed as campus minister at Kansas State University in Manhattan, KS and then at Washburn University in To-

peka, KS. He was also State Director of the Kansas Methodist Student Movement where he was involved in civil rights 

issues. 

 Bob then returned to Boston to complete his Ph.D. in Social Ethics at Boston University Graduate School. In 1967 

he accepted a faculty position in the Kansas School of Religion at the University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS. He was a pro-

fessor for 48 years at KU, during which time he was Chair of the Religious Studies Department for ten years and was 

appointed as University Ombudsman for eighteen years. Bob was held in high esteem by students, faculty and staff for 

his natural ability to listen, empathize and develop solutions that considered the needs of everyone. His peers elected 

him President of the University and College Ombuds Association in 1993-1994. 

 A beloved and dedicated professor, Bob developed and taught a popular class, Loving Relationships, as well as 

courses in his areas of research including medical ethics, human conflict and peace, social justice and civil rights. He 

was instrumental in developing the KU Peace Studies Program and Undergraduate Minor. Bob was the recipient of nu-

merous awards including the Wally and Marie Steeples Faculty Award for Outstanding Service to the People of Kansas 

and the W.T. Kemper Fellowship for Teaching Excellence. He retired from KU in May, 2015.  

 Bob served the Lawrence community in many ways, most recently as a member of the Lawrence Memorial Hospi-

tal Ethics Committee for twenty years. He was active in First United Methodist Church in various capacities, including 

justice ministries. Bob's interest in piano, singing and drama continued throughout his life, and he was especially 

pleased to perform in quartets and with the Motet Singers in Lawrence.  

 Bob and Mary Carolyn Voss were married in 1974 and they raised their two sons in Lawrence. Over the years they 

enjoyed traveling to Europe with Bob's daughters, KU basketball games with their sons, and later in life, spending time 

with grandchildren. They continued traveling, attending concerts and theatre, and actively participating in First United 

Methodist Church until Bob's health began to decline in late 2015. 

 

Dr. Robert Shelton was a professor from 1967-2015 in 

the Department of Religious Studies at KU.  

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/civil-rights/
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Jacob Beebe  is a first-year MA student with a focus on 

the Hebrew Bible, particularly Psalms and liturgical texts.  
He is a Religion in Kansas Project intern for the spring and 
summer of 2019.  
 

Darby Breaux (pronounced "bro") grew up in Lafa-

yette, LA. She received a Bachelor of General Studies with 
a concentration in Arts & Humanities from the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette in 2018. Darby's research inter-
ests include interfaith relations, the Mormon movement, 
and women & images of the Divine Feminine. 
 

Renee Cyr is a first year MA student in Religious Studies. 

Broadly speaking her research interests are the cross-
cultural intersections of ritual, art, and performance.  In 
particular, she is looking at contemporary American death 
rituals amidst the rise of atheism and secularization. She 
worked as an independent theatre artist in Seattle for five 
years prior to grad school and continues to work practice 
into her academic pursuits. Previously she completed a 
Masters in Theatre and Performance Studies from the Uni-
versity of Maryland College Park.   She is a Religion in Kan-
sas Project intern for the spring and summer of 2019.  
 

Tevekkul Evran’s interest area is Hinduism and Indian 

Buddhism. Her main focus areas are "Sati cases in India 
and British influence on Sati", "the philosophy of  food and 
animal violence in Indian Buddhism", and "the problems 
of Muslim and Hindu women in the modern India." 
 

Jannatul Maoa (MA, World Religions & Culture, Uni-

versity of Dhaka; MA Reconciliation & Peacebuilding, Win-
chester University,UK) Along with her academic career Jan-
natul Maoa is a writer and an interfaith dialogue activist. 
She has more than ten years of experience in working and 
dealing with people from diverse religious and cultural 
backgrounds.  Jannatul participated and voluntarily facili-
tated several interreligious dialogue programs. She has 
worked with various organizations like KAICIID,  the Inter-
national Association for Religious Freedom, Universal 
Peace Federation, and the Youth Group of Global network 
for Rights and Development. She has presented  papers at 
several international and local conferences that have been 
published in local and international journals. In addition, 
she has published a book in Bengali on gender discrimina-
tion in religious contexts. Acknowledging her contribution 
to the field of interreligious dialogue in Bangladesh, the US 
State Department invited her to participate in a leadership 
training on interreligious dialogue. She believes that dia-
logue between atheists and people of faith is also im-
portant. She also thinks gender discrimination in religion 

should be a topic of dialogue between women and reli-
gious leaders so that conflicting views can be discussed 
openly. Currently, Jannatul pursuing  her master’s degree 
in Religious Studies in the University of Kansas. Her plan is 
to pursue further research on gender, religion and inter-
faith dialogue.  
 

Mahmoud Samak  is a second year M.A student. His 

primary interest in graduate study is the comparative so-
cial and religious analysis of contemporary Judaism and 
Islam. He is especially interested in the legal apparatus of 
the two religions. Last year, he conducted two studies: 
“Stoning the Devil as a Reflection of the Demonology in 
Islam”, and “Social Solidarity on the Day of Arafat in the 
Light of Durkheim Theory of Religion”, which he will pre-
sent in February 2019  at the Rocky Mountain - Great 
Plains Region AAR conference. Currently, he is working on 
“The Issue of conversion in Judaism”.   
 

Kyle Schofield  is a third-year graduate student in the 

Religious Studies program. He is currently working on his 
thesis where he is exploring identity formation in the Com-
munity Rule (1QS), a sectarian text among the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. His main areas of interest are the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
Second Temple Judaism, and early Christianity. He has re-
cently completed his PhD applications and now eagerly 
waits to hear back from the universities.   
 

Brandon Stienke is a second-year MA student from 

Bryant, Arkansas. He graduated in May 2017 from the  
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville with a BA in Classical 
Studies. His main academic interests are Early and Medie-
val Christianity. 
 

 

Meet our Religious Studies Graduate Students 
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 The Moore Reading Room is a one-of-a-kind institution. A collection in 
development for over one hundred years on a site promoting the study of reli-
gion for one hundred and eighteen years, the Moore Reading Room is dedi-
cated to the pursuit of knowledge and religious literacy locally and beyond. 
When you contribute to the Moore Reading Room, your gift benefits student 
learning, the development of the collection, and the preservation of a unique 
facility in the state of Kansas.  In the coming year, your gift will expand open 
access research materials and the Moore Reading Room’s collection, available 
to KU students and faculty, as well as the general public.  
 The Department of Religious Studies is creating a space where the mission 
of the Moore Reading Room thrives for another one hundred years. We invite 
you to be a partner in our success. Together, we are making the Moore Read-
ing Room a dynamic place for student learning and research in the twenty-
first century. 
 

Make a gift today.  

SUPPORT  
The William J. Moore Reading Room  

 The Religion in Kansas Project 
continues the preservation of  docu-
ments, memorabilia, oral history, 
and information concerning the wide 
spectrum of religious traditions and 
communities active in the state, past 
and present.  
 Undergraduate students have 
the opportunity to participate in the 
Religion in Kansas Project through a 
course in research experience (REL 
494). The course has a sizeable field-
work component designed to train 
students in oral historiography and 
archival research. Students research, 
document, and conduct interviews 
with persons who have had long-
term involvement with religious 
communities in Kansas, culminating 
in a digital resource project adding 
oral histories and creating item rec-
ords in the Religion in Kansas Project 
digital archives. Materials gathered, 
processed, and created by partici-
pants in the course are made availa-
ble to the public in digital form on 
the Religion in Kansas Project web-
site, ksreligion.omeka.net. Graduate 
students also have the opportunity 
to participate in the project through 
summer and special-project intern-
ships, contingent on funding availa-
bility.  

The project’s long-range objec-
tive is to create a comprehensive 
information center on religion in 
Kansas, with a focus on public out-
reach and collaboration. Friends and 
supporters are invited to join the 
project to share knowledge, experi-
ence, and insights of our living reli-
gious history in the state of Kansas.  
If you know of materials that should 
be preserved for posterity, or of  per-
sons with long involvement in one or 
more of the many religious organiza-
tions in the state who would be will-
ing to be interviewed, please get in 
touch with Patricia Cecil, project ar-
chivist, at pbcecil@ku.edu.  

Moore Reading Room News and Notes 
 The Moore Reading Room (MRR) is the library of the University of Kansas 
Religious Studies Department. The MRR's 
15,000 volume collection, under develop-
ment for over 117 years, explores the  
religious practices and experiences of 
people around the world. The MRR pro-
vides access to a wealth of materials and 
resources, including the  Religion in Kan-
sas Project and the Kansas Bible Chair Col-
lection. Due to its quiet and inviting 
space, KU students voted the MRR one of the best places to study on campus. 
 In 2018, the Hermes Peace and Justice Library moved to the Ecumenical 
Campus Ministries building, just north of Smith Hall on Oread Avenue. The 
Moore Reading Room provided space, collections care, and management to  
the Hermes Peace and Justice Library starting in  2001. It is hoped that the HPJ 
Library’s new home at the ECM will provide a space more visible and with 
greater access  to the general public.    
 Moore Reading Room staff, with collaboration from the faculty of the De-
partment of Religious Studies, continues a comprehensive collection develop-
ment project started in 2017. This project focuses on the removal of outdated, 
non-academic, or out-of-scope items within the collection. As a result of the 
project, more space is created in the MRR for future collection growth. The 
new space created by this project already allowed for the addition of over  
seventy-seven new books to the collection in 2018, covering subjects ranging 
from Qur’an interpretation to popular music and religion. It is the endeavor of 
this project to ultimately make the MRR more user-friendly and relevant to 
students and the public.  
 If you would like to learn more about the MRR, including catalog holdings, 
subject guides, and donation and circulation policies, please visit  reli-
giousstudies.ku.edu/moore-reading-room. 

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1312/endowment/clean.aspx?sid=1312&gid=1&pgid=650&cid=1568&bledit=1&dids=717.718.719&appealcode=WDP
https://ksreligion.omeka.net/
mailto:pbcecil@ku.edu
https://religiousstudies.ku.edu/moore-reading-room
https://religiousstudies.ku.edu/moore-reading-room
https://religiousstudies.ku.edu/moore-reading-room
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 Kansas Humanities awarded The Religion in Kansas Project a $5,000 
grant in the summer of 2018 to partially fund the “Roots of Pentecostalism in 
Kansas” research project and digital exhibition. This project and exhibition 
will examine the sparsely documented roots of the Pentecostal movement in 
Topeka, Kansas. Intern-driven field and archival research will culminate in an 
open access digital exhibition and public presentation conveying the origins 
of the movement as well as how social, economic, religious, and physical 
features of Kansas influenced early Pentecostalism. Religion in Kansas  

Project interns, Jacob Beebe and Renee Cyr, are currently conducting archiv-
al research and collecting photographs, video, oral histories, ephemera, and 
documents to be stored in the Religion in Kansas Project, a digital archive 
maintained by the Moore Reading Room of the Department of Religious 
Studies. These materials will then be developed by the interns and Religion 
in Kansas Project archivist into a digital exhibition housed on the Religion in 
Kansas Project’s website. The exhibition will debut to the public during a 
presentation and reception on May 21st, 2019. All material collected, as well 
as the digital exhibition, will be available online and to the general public. 
Read more about the project, as reported by KU Today and The University 
Daily Kansan, at the following links:  

KU Today, Grant to help document Topeka’s role in founding Pentecostalism 

The University Daily Kansan, Researchers set out to prove Topeka was the 
origin of Pentecostalism  

 Have information you’d like to share on Pentecostalism in Kansas? Con-
tact Patricia Cecil, Religion in Kansas Project archivist,  at pbcecil@ku.edu.   

The Roots of Pentecostalism in Kansas:  

research project and digital exhibition 

Religious Studies Online  

REL 104 Introduction to Religious  

Studies 
This course introduces students to the academic study 

of religions. It acquaints students with key methods and 

issues in religious studies, and provides an introductory 

survey of selected religions. Not open to students who 

have taken REL 105.  

Satisfies: Goal 1 Outcome 1 (GE11) ,  Goal 3 Arts and 

Humanities (GE3H). Offered for Fall 2019 
 

REL 107 Jews, Christians, Muslims 
A basic introduction to the major religious traditions of 

the Near East, Europe, and the Americas, with an em-

phasis on their development through the modern period 

and their expressions in contemporary life. Not open to 

students who have taken JWSH 109 or REL 109. (Same 

as JWSH 107.)  

Satisfies: Goal 4 Outcome 2 (AE42) ,  Goal 3 Arts and 

Humanities (GE3H). Offered for Spring 2019 and Fall 

2019 
 

REL 124 Understanding the Bible  
An introduction to the literature of the Bible, exploring 

the relationships among the various types of literature 

present and the function of each type in the history and 

religious life of the people who produced and used 

them. Cannot be taken concurrently with REL 311 or 

JWSH 321 or REL 315. Not open to students who have 

taken REL 125 or JWSH 125. (Same as JWSH 124.)  

Satisfies: Goal 4 Outcome 2 (AE42) , Goal 3 Arts and 

Humanities (GE3H). Offered for Summer 2019 
 

REL 325 Introduction to Judaism   
Analyzes a selection of the core texts, teachings, and 

practices of Jewish religious traditions in terms of classi-

cal and contemporary understanding. (Same as JWSH 

325.) LEC. Offered for Spring 2019 

 

REL 350 Islam  
Islam's Origins, the prophet Muhammed, the Holy Ko-

ran, religious symbols and moral mandates, and histori-

cal developments. (Same as AAAS 349.)  

Satisfies: Goal 4 Outcome 2 (AE42) ,  Goal 3 Arts and 

Humanities (GE3H). Offered for Fall 2019 

 
 

REL 377 Religious Ethics and  

Moral Decisions 
When faced with ethical dilemmas how do we decide 

what is the right course of action? In what ways are our 

decisions affected by religious ideas about morality? In 

this class we examine the ethical problems we encoun-

ter every day in light of the solutions offered from vari-

ous religious traditions. Cases to be examined include 

issues of life and death, war and peace, sexual morals, 

torture, the treatment of animals and the environment.  

Satisfies: Goal 5 Outcome 1 (AE51). Offered for Spring 

2019 

Join us for the presentation of “The 
Roots of Pentecostalism in Kansas” 
on Tuesday, May 21st at 7pm in the 

Marvin Auditorium of the Topeka 
Shawnee County Public Library! 

Open to the public  
Reception to follow presentation 

https://today.ku.edu/2018/07/26/grant-help-religion-kansas-project-document-topekas-role-founding-pentecostalism
http://www.kansan.com/news/researchers-set-out-to-prove-topeka-was-the-origin-of/article_b27f0616-aac7-11e8-a068-771df339a6cf.html
http://www.kansan.com/news/researchers-set-out-to-prove-topeka-was-the-origin-of/article_b27f0616-aac7-11e8-a068-771df339a6cf.html
mailto:trish04@ku.edu?subject=Roots%20of%20Pentecostalism%20in%20Topeka,%20Religion%20in%20Kansas%20Project
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Department  of Religious Studies Graduate  
Teaching Assistants for 2018-2019: 
Renee Cyr, REL 124 Understanding the Bible 
Jannatul Maoa, REL 106 Asian  
Religions 
Mahmoud Samak, REL 107 Jews, Christians,  
Muslims and REL 377 Religious Ethics and Moral  
Decisions 
Kyle Schofield, REL 106 Asian Religions and REL 171 
Religion in American Society 
Brandon Steinke, REL 104 Introduction to Religious 
Studies 
 

Recipients of The Friends of the Department of 
Religious Studies Scholarship: 
Undergraduate 
Michael Harris, Fall 2018-Spring 2019 
Skylar Pryor, Fall 2018-Spring 2019 
 
Graduate 
Jacob Beebe, Fall 2018-Spring 2019 
Tevekkul Evran, Summer language 2018 
Jannatul Maoa, Fall 2018 
Mahmoud Samak, Summer language 2018 
Kyle Schofield, Summer language 2018, Fall 2018-
Spring 2019 
Brandon Stienke, Summer language 2018 
 

Recipients of the Zelma Edna McIlvain  
Scholarship in Religion: 
Michael Harris, Fall 2018-Spring 2019 
Skylar Pryor, Fall 2018-Spring 2019 
 

Lewis Ethics Essay Award, 2018 
Ryan Goeckner, “All Fish Go to Heaven: Cultural Tai-
loring and Buddhist Animal Release in China” 

 
2018 Lynn F. Taylor Memorial Award 
Tirzah Chesky 
 

Department of Religious Studies Prizes for  
Student Research, 2018:  
Jennifer Navarro, “The Use of the Historical-Critical 
Method in the Queer Bible Commentary” 
Brandon Stienke, “Maria-Kannon: Fujian Guanyin 
Figures and the Marian Veneration of the Senpuku 
Kirishitan”  

Our Award-Winning Students Religious studies  

departmental scholarships 
The Department of Religious Studies invites our undergraduate 
majors and graduate students to submit applications for the ap-
propriate scholarships.  

Apply for Religious Studies Scholarships 
Application Deadlines: 
Graduate students: January 15, 2019. CLOSED. 
Undergraduate students: March 1, 2019 
Only those who complete the application in its entirety will be 
considered for scholarships. Recipients will be notified of their 
awards no later than May 1st. Amounts of awards may vary by in
-state or out-of-state tuition status. 
 

Friends of the Department of Religious Studies (FODORS) 
Scholarships 
Awards: number and size of awards may vary; generally 
not less than $1,000 per year or more than $15,000 per 
year for out-of-state students and $7,000 per year for in-
state students. 
Eligibility: Students already enrolled and students newly 
admitted into the M.A. program are eligible to apply. Grad-
uate students are required to enroll for a minimum of nine 
academic hours each semester, while GTAs must enroll for 
a minimum of six hours. 
 

Zelma McIlvain Scholarships 
Awards: Two or more scholarships of $1,000 to $5,000 
each 
Eligibility: Preference is given to undergraduate religious 
studies majors of all levels; graduate students in religious 
studies are also eligible. 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church Scholarships 
Awards: Two or more scholarships of $500 to $1,000 each 
Eligibility: Religious studies majors planning to attend di-
vinity school or pursue careers in social work; seniors and 
graduate students. 
 

Starrett-Clark Scholarships 
Awards: Two or more scholarships of $400 to $800 each 
Eligibility: Preference will be given to religious studies 
graduate students currently engaged in writing theses; un-
dergraduate majors also eligible. 
 

Lynn Taylor Memorial Award 
Awards: One annually. 
Eligibility: Religious Studies graduating major who shows 
high academic ability, recognizes the interface of religious 
studies with other disciplines, and demonstrates leader-
ship and caring for others in activities within and beyond 
the university. The applicant is to write a letter outlining 
his or her academic achievements and community leader-
ship and service. 

https://religiousstudies.ku.edu/department-religious-studies-scholarship-application
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Support Religious Studies at the University of Kansas 

 
Visit KU Endowment to donate to Religious Studies! 
The Department of Religious Studies at the University of Kansas offers degree programs leading to Bachelor of Arts,  
Bachelor of General Studies, and Master of Arts degrees. We are the only dedicated Religious Studies Department in a  
public university in Kansas, and one of only six such departments in public universities between the Mississippi River 
and the Rocky Mountains, Canadian border, and Gulf of Mexico that offers a graduate degree in the academic study of 
religion. The department is housed in Irma I. Smith Hall on the main KU campus in Lawrence and is a unit within the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. It marks the latest incarnation in a tradition of academic study of religion on 
Mount Oread that dates back to the turn of the twentieth century. 
 
The generosity of private gifts supports much of our work in the Department of Religious Studies. We are grateful to 
the many donors who contribute to the work of our department and to the legacy of religious study at the University 
of Kansas.  
 
Scholarship support and other types of private assistance are vital to the success of the KU College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences and the Department of Religious Studies. To make a gift, create an endowed fund, set up a planned gift, or to 
find out more about the impact of private gifts, please contact Brandon Woodard, CLAS Development Officer at  
785-832-7397 or bwoodard@kuendowment.org.  
 
You can also mail a check made payable to KU Endowment to:  
 Gift Processing Department  
 KU Endowment  
 PO Box 928  
 Lawrence, KS 66044-0928 
 
Save a stamp and contribute online or by phone! Visit www.kuendowment.org/give to make a contribution to the  
Department of Religious Studies online or call 785-830-7576 to make a contribution over the phone. 
Please make sure to note that your gift should benefit the Department of Religious Studies — and thank you for 
your support!  

The Department of Religious Studies would like to take this opportunity to thank the Friends of the 

Department of Religious Studies for their support of scholarships, faculty research, the Moore 

Reading Room, and special programs.  

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1312/endowment/clean.aspx?sid=1312&gid=1&pgid=650&cid=1568&bledit=1&dids=717.718.719&appealcode=WDP
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1312/endowment/clean.aspx?sid=1312&gid=1&pgid=650&cid=1568&bledit=1&dids=717.718.719&appealcode=WDP
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1300 Oread Avenue • Lawrence, Kansas 66045 
 

BOARD OF  
TRUSTEES 
2018-2019 
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Salina 
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Lawrence 
 

Ed Canda 
Lawrence 
 

Luke Bobo 

Lawrence 

 

Kevin Goering 
(Exec Committee) 
Lawrence 
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Lawrence 
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Lawrence 

 

Linda Luckey 
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Lawrence 
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Lawrence 
 

Allen Wiechert 
Lawrence 
 

Melodie Woerman 
(Secretary) 
Topeka 

Dear Friends,  
 
Greetings on behalf of Friends of the Department of Religious Studies (FODORS) 
Board of Trustees.   
 
This year we welcomed three new members to the Board, Luke Bobo, Katie Hob-
son, and Lauren Hoopes.  They join current Board members Shirley Andrews, 
Mahasweta Banerjee, Ed Canda, Kevin Goering, Rachel Myslivy, Allen Wiechert, 
and Melodie Woerman.  Mike Zogry, Chair of the Department of Religious Stud-
ies, has been a tremendous partner with us.  
 
The Board of Trustees is tasked with stewardship of the assets left to the Board 
from the former Kansas School of Religion for the benefit of the Department of 
Religious Studies.  We distribute about $60,000 each year to the Department to 
strengthen the work they do — educating students and future scholars in the 
richness of all religious traditions, supporting religious literacy through research 
and scholarly discourse, and providing opportunities to the broader KU commu-
nity to hear speakers who are able to articulate the nuances of the practice and 
study of all religions. 
 
As KU continues to seek improvements in our policy and practice of inclusion of 
diverse voices, the Department of Religious Studies is a major contributor to the 
conversation.  Religious understanding, not just mere religious tolerance, is key 
to the repertoire of cultural competencies our students must have to be produc-
tive professionals and ethical citizens when they leave KU. 
 
Please join me in lending your voice and your support to the academic study of 
religion with a contribution to the Department of Religious Studies. You can do-
nate online via a link on Religious Studies’ website. More information on how to 
contribute directly through KU Endowment can also be found inside this news-
letter.  
 
Thank you for your support in the past and your consideration of a gift now. Your 
gift will make possible scholarships, public lectures, conferences, and faculty  
research now and the in coming years.   
 
Sincerely, 
Linda Luckey, Interim President 
Friends of the Department of Religious Studies 
 


